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By DON FRASER
Standard Staff
BEAMSVILLE

It's like saying farewell to an old
chum — a prehistoric one, actual-
Iy.

“Big B,” a $500,000 cast of a T-
Rex skeleton, was gingerly being
laid out for a transcontinental
truck journey.

The 4,500-kilogram bronze
beast will soon menace the head
office of Google Inc. in Mountain
View, Calif.

For Peter May, owner of Re-
search Casting International Ltd.

- asthe world’s No.

in Beamsville, thes
adieus are part of

doing business
uilder o
museums.

nosatir skeletons for

Big B took a year to piece to-
gether on the jammed shop floor

of a warehouse in Beamsville’s
north end. ‘ :

May, after taking some snap-

shots to mark Big B’s send-off,

laughed that there’s also'some re-

lief when the company’s creations

tinally leave home. .
“It’s like, ‘Thank God, the

thing’s been kicking around here

e bittersweet

. what we'vi

one.” o
. Entering Research Casting is.a

 step into a creepy boneyard of di-

no carcasses at various stages of

 casting, moulding and assembly.

- Workers use rubber moulds of

actual fossilized bones that have

been provided to them, some-
times through 3-D computer
imaging obtained from various
.sources. _

When original bone parts can’t

be found, the missing pieces are

01 SO IOng;’ 4 _hé said. “But thereis
 also a sense of accomplishment in

‘c‘reated using detailed paleontol-

ogy research as well as educated
guesses. .

Once completed, the rubber
moulds are turned into light-
weight, realistic skeleton pieces
using materials such as urethane
resins.’ :

In the assembly area on this
day is a partly assembled cory-

. thosaurus — a duck-billed, hel-

met-headed dinosaur that dined
on plants 65 million to 80 million
years ago. , ;

Research Casting is changing

ckly become the world’s
. STAFFPHOTOBY JULIE J0CSAK

the beast’s pose from an upright

position to a horizontal one, after

research showed it’s how the
beast probably walked.

When they finish the chiroprac-

tic treatment, the readjusted
bones will be shipped back to the
Royal Ontario Museum in Toron-
to. :
‘ Around the corner is an
elaphrosaur skull and the nearly
completed skeleton of an extinct
“early-modern” whale with flip-
per bones resembling a land
mammal’s forearms.

Please see Dinosaurs page A2
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May, 51, said he never planned to build
a full-fledged business like this.
As a.child in England, he didn’t mue
fancy the ancient giants, nor did he know
much about them.
- “I'moved to Canada when I was eight,”
said May. “By the time I started school
- here, I'had just never been introduced to
- dinosaurs.”
The dino career started with his train-
ing as a sculptor in the fine arts program
at the University of Guelph. He graduat-
‘ed in 1977 and moved on to the ROM i
Toronto to become a paleontology tech-
‘nician, :
. About five years later, the dinosaur
sites of Alberta beckoned. May found
o : himself doing moulding, casting and field
. : iy . - work for the Royal Tyrell Museum of Pa-
£ dlalogue LOE, ; ' Ce : ' leontology in Drumbheller, Alta.
etween fai hs ‘ . Following a return to the ROM, the
L 455 L i calls started coming. It meant }cm g
arance that srowl | evenings doing freelance casts in a
ia” hurts all Muslin v - o garage to fill the orders.
' The Oakville resident and father of
hree decided to leave the institution
when those big dino jobs came marching
n

Research Casting was founded in 1987,
tinoved. from Toronto to Oakville, be-
fore landing in Beamsville in 1998,
One of the company’s most exhilarai-
g jobs came in the early 1990s when it
was hired by Steven Spielberg’s film con-
pany to build alamosaurus and tyran-
nosaurus skeletons for the rotunda r:
tor- attack scene in the hit movie Jurassic
- Park.
e . : That job came after May made a colel
ihistleblower programs ; - ' . . ¢ call 1o Spielberg’s team after learnin
See story page A9 - e ¥ about the movie project. It was an exci
o : . ; : ing gig, but merely a detour for his com-

- pany.

: ne “Well, we could have gone the other
'TTERIES : way, but we didn’t,” said May. “We could
Tuesday ~have become more of a prop house.
084. “But we're not a prop house. We don't
2344, build things for movies,” he said. “O
k555 6.

stuff is made to last ... not to be a fleeting
glimpse on a set.”
Being successful has meant more than
relymg on word of mouth, said M:
“We've had marker_n:gr campaigns, adver-
tise in magazines, go to trade shows, we
- have web mailouts.”
‘Research Casting’s expertise "also ex-
ends to other areas, although that sec-
ment of the business is small.
Its assorted pieces for museums have
- included dioramas and unusual geologi-
cal formations — even fibreglass models
for a planetarium.
Research Casting’s bodly of work can be
seen at prestigious institutions world-
wide, including the American Museum
of Natural History in New York City and
: Canadian Museum of Nature in Ot-
tawa.
Its employees, who mumber as many ac
30, have made a total of about 100
mounted skeleton casts in a business that
now pulls in about $4 million a year in
revenue.

“When I started this all up, I was mak-
ing $25,000 a year,” said May with a
smile. “That was 20 years ago; who
would have thought this would happen?

“I really had no plans o buﬂd this kind
of a company around thi

Nov. 29
ydney Melbourne Pozer :
tho helped engineer the
e during the 'Secon
am prison camp -Stala,
in Prince .George, B.C.,
Lake, Sask., Pozer was
imarily Metis communi
to war with the-Royal
Force and flew 45 mi
sar gunner before bei
rand held for two-and-
In 1798, the legislature
1.of St. John voted to
me to Prince Edward s
', Canada voted with. 32
18 in the United Nations
1e partition of Palestine
and Arab states. In
\ Security Council, led
| States, voted 12-2 to
itary action if Iraq.did
its troops from Kuwait
all- foreign hostages by ‘ ; _’ : _ , ;
L. | Areplica of the fossilized remai awhale sits inthe work area. -~ R _ dfraser@steatharinesstandard.ca

b CONTACT US




